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To Whom It May Concern:

In my capacity as the head of the graduate directing program at UC San Diego, I have taught Adam Arian for three years.  He has been an excellent student and is becoming an excellent artist.  

Adam’s directorial work in his time with us has been exceptional.     Last year, for his new and strikingly original take on Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead he was awarded the Patte award (which encompasses all of San Diego Theater, including the union professional theaters) for Outstanding Direction.  This year he took his work even further with an outstanding production of one of the most difficult plays in the repertoire, Tennessee Williams’ Camino Real.  
For Camino, Adam created a surreal and ephemeral environment, which made excellent and surprising use of video projection, and was I believe the most interesting and appropriate that have ever been created for this very challenging play.  The staging was inventive and surprising. Using contemporary music, and an aggressive and interesting mixing of time periods, he was able to reveal a world that was as timeless as the legends who inhabit the play, while being at the same time very current.  

Adam has also been an excellent collaborator and guide for the playwrights who’s new plays he has directed for the first time.  Last spring with Krista Knight’s Clementine and the Cyber Ducks, he took a play that was interesting but quite confusing on the page, and brought it to clear, vivid, and quite entertaining life on stage.  He has a great sense of story as well as style and his careful comments and notes served Krista greatly as she continued to develop the script throughout the process.

Adam has worked fairly extensively as an actor before becoming a director, and so he is very comfortable relating with actors, and is able to inspire them, and elevate their performances.

Adam is lastly a good classmate and supporter to his peers.  His positivity and enthusiasm for the work, whether his own, or others, has been an asset to our program.  He has been a joy to have around for the last three years, and any institution shoud be happy to have him. 

I recommend him without reservation for the Dramaleague Fellowship.  Please feel free to contact me with any further questions. 

Sincerely Yours, 

Gabor Tompa

Head of the Graduate Directing Program, UC San Diego

Artistic Director, National Hungarian Theater of Cluj

