January 13, 2005

Dear Colleague:

I have known Adam Arian for several years, both as a student in my classes at Brown University and as an actor appearing for me on the stage at Trinity Repertory Company, where I served as Artistic Director. I have been able to work with and observe Adam in a great variety of circumstances through these associations.

Adam is extremely talented, hard working, and self-disciplined. He was always fully prepared for rehearsal or class, and brought a sense of exploration and joy to all the work we did together. He demonstrated a striking maturity as an undergraduate, proving over and over again his ability to connect with material and bring insights to texts that were far outside of his worldly experience. His written work was smart and expressive; he showed a consistent ability to articulate complicated ideas and feelings in a colloquial and elegant manner. He was a delight as a student, and I would have been happy to have him in any class I taught.

But it was in his work as an actor that Adam truly shone. He played Sweeney in a University production of SWEENEY TODD, an astonishing stretch for a 21-year old undergraduate: but he played it powerfully and convincingly, not only acting but singing the role with a passion and edge that would have been amazing in an actor twice his age. When he appeared in THE MUSIC MAN at Trinity Rep, the most successful show in our theater’s long history, his talent lit up the stage: funny, hip, sweet, he straddled the worlds of the young people and the older people in the cast, moving with ease from Barbershop to Hip Hop. 

Adam is an extraordinarily talented young artist, and I anticipate great things from him. I urge you to smile on his application.

Respectfully submitted,

Oskar Eustis

Artistic Director,

Public Theater, NY

